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On 11 March 2010, President Dmitry Medvedev introduced to the Russian Parliament several laws in draft 
form intended to establish regulations for an alternative procedure for the settlement of disputes - mediation. 
Mediation has not previously been expressly provided for by Russian legislation and there was no detailed 
description or procedure for it in any legal act.  

In most cases, mediation provides the best possible, and 
mutually beneficial, compromise without the need to involve 
judicial bodies and without decreasing the effectiveness of the 
settlement process.  

The draft law introduces a complex set of new rules, providing 
a detailed legal mechanism for mediation. Several 
amendments and additions to the civil law, civil procedural law 
and arbitration procedural law were also included.  

It is assumed that mediation can be initiated by agreement of 
the parties. A mediator may arrange meetings with both sides 
jointly or individually. The final stage of mediation is the 
elaboration and the conclusion of a mediation agreement, 
which may be in a form of a mutual agreement or a civil law 
contract. 

The participants in the mediation process are not allowed to 
disclose during judicial proceedings any information provided 
by the parties in order to conclude a mediation agreement or 
regarding their intentions to do so. They are also prohibited 
from disclosing any opinions or suggestions made by the 
parties during the mediation process and any information 
regarding the readiness of one of the parties to accept any 
suggestions. The mediator is not authorised to provide the 
parties with legal counselling or other help. 

The mediator, or an organisation, providing mediation 
services, is not authorised to disclose any information 
regarding the mediation procedure if it is not expressly 
permitted by the parties. 

The draft laws also regulate certain quality requirements for 
mediation services and procedures of their provision, as well 
as some features of mediation in the course of initiated 
proceedings in arbitration tribunals and courts of common 
jurisdiction. 

Presumably, these draft laws will be accepted and, if so, they 
will come into force on 1 January 2011. 

If you have any questions on the matters referred to in this Alert, 
please do not hesitate to contact �6�H�U�J�H�\���<�X�U�\�H�Y or your regular 
contact at CMS, Russia. 
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CMS in Russia is a representative office of CMS International B.V., a 
limited liability company registered in the Netherlands. For more 
information, please visit www.cmslegal.ru. 

The above information is for general purposes only and does not 
purport to constitute legal or professional advice. 
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